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Report Shows Charitable Spirit of
Entrepreneurs
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If you are a member of the media
and would like more information
on anything in this e-newsletter,
please email Berk Brown at:
Berk.Brown@PlatteInstitute.org
or call (402) 452.3737. Members
of the media may use any or all
parts of this information in
reproduction as long as proper
credit is given to the author and
to the Platte Institute for
Economic Research.
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The Platte Institute strongly
believes in the importance
of citizens participating in the
public dialogue on issues
important to

One of the core reasons why the free-market
system has proven to be successful in building
the United States into the greatest nation in the
world is that it rewards hard work. Some try to
perversely classify the incentive of financial
gain as greed.

A report recently conducted by the Center for
Data Analysis and The Heritage Foundation,
however, demonstrates just how wrong it is to
try and correlate entrepreneurial spirit with
financial greed. The report found that
entrepreneurs of all success levels give more of
their incomes to charity than nonentrepreneurs.

The first chart below shows the charitable levels
of entrepreneurs compared with nonentrepreneurs. The second chart illustrates where
entrepreneurs focus their giving.

Nebraska. Writing a letter to
the editor is an outstanding
way to partake in the
discussion and have your voice
heard by thousands of people.
To make the process easier,
the Platte Institute has
assembled a list of links which
allow you to submit a letter to
the editor to nearly all
Nebraska newspapers. Simply
CLICK HERE for a listing of
the newspapers and follow the
appropriate link to submit
your letter.

In its conclusion, the report states that, “free
markets rely on the entrepreneurial spirit, but
that urge to create, innovate, and succeed is not
grounded in self-centeredness. Entrepreneurs are
no greedier than anyone else. On the contrary,
the typical entrepreneur gives generously from
the wealth he creates. Believing that government
redistribution of wealth is harmful for the
economy does not signify supporting a society
where, ‘You’re on your own.’ Free markets
enable entrepreneurs to become wealthy – and
they often use this wealth to benefit others.”

This information seems especially timely as
Thanksgiving approaches and we take time to
be thankful for blessings in our lives, such as
the ability to innovate, create and control our
own destiny.
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