Latest Report Looks at Nebraska's
Foster Care System

Today, the Platte Institute releases the report:
Nebraska’s Foster Care Conundrum: Federal
Reimbur$ement Hinders Reform.

This report, authored by intern Kelly Dunlap,
takes a sobering look at the issues impacting
Nebraska'’s foster-care system. When a child-
welfare program struggles, not only is the
impact felt by those in the system, but it also
can put a strain on the state’s economy.

According to the report, on an average day in
2007, approximately 12 children were removed
from their homes in Nebraska, usually due to
abuse or neglect.

Some child welfare reformers have accused the
state of adopting the “take-the-child-and-run”
approach - meaning that it removes children at
an unnecessarily high rate. According to a
report published by the National Coalition for
Child Protection Reform, Nebraska has been
removing children from the home at one of the




highest rates in the nation.

Each year from 2004-2007, Nebraska ranked highest
in the nation at taking children from their homes on
a per 1,000 impoverished children ratio. In 2007,
Nebraska dropped to second, but still removed
children at a rate almost three-times that of the
national average. Why has the state had such a high
removal rate? The report suggests a large part of
the problem comes from the federal reimbursement
program which creates an incentive to shuffle a
child into foster care, not because it is the best
option for the child but because, in many cases,
funding is sure to follow.

Furthermore, the report states that the Nebraska
State Foster Care Review Board, formed by the
Nebraska Legislature, produces independent
reviews of the state’s foster care system. The Board
analyzes select cases of children in the system in
order to expose flaws and provide
recommendations to policy-makers to improve the
system.

The following are just a few of the 2007 Annual
Report’s main findings:

e 30.2% of the children’s plans had objectives
that were not in the best interest of the child.

e 31.4% of the children’s cases were not making
progress towards permanency.

e 51.7% of children had been put in four or more
different placements by the end of the year.

e 41.7% of children had been in foster care for at
least two years of their lives.

The report suggests Nebraska should look to
Florida as an example of how to be more financially
efficient while also improving the stability of the




foster care system.
To read the full report, please CLICK HERE.
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